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AfiSTBACT 

This paper defines field*based teacher education and 
offers some generalizations concerning field-based teacher education 
prograas. Field*based teacher education is defined as an on-site 
teacher education center in a school or group lof schools that lay be 
used for observing, practicing ■ethodology, and learning and 
practicing nethods on-site the entire year. The following 
generalizations are aade concerning field^based .teacher education 
prograas. 0ne# teacher education centers should be governed under a 
principle of "shared sovereignity." Tvo, joint planning and goal 
setting by the college of education and participating SQhools aust 
precede all field-based activities. Three, there aust be an on^gping 
aeans of reporting and evaluating. Four, undergraduates in the 
college of education should have an extensive field-based experience. 
Five, students should experience a variety of ethnic and 
socioeconoaic environaents. Six, there is a need to revie^i present 
faculty expectations regarding teaching load and responsibilities. 
Seven, in-service education aust be an inherent coaponent of any 
field-based prograa. Eight, the college of education aust organize 
aore effectively to aeet in-service needs in areas such as 
instruction, curriculua, and program evaluation and research. The 
author concludes by asking if the effort of such prograas are 
vorthvhile and practical. An S-itea bibliograpjiy is included. (PD). 
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Most teacher education programs have included a field 
based component with student teaching usually beinp, a 
culminating^ field experience. At CSU, and earlier in Fenn 
College, most students majorinf:^ in elementary education or 
completing; secondary certification have had experiences in 
the field as part of methods courses as v^ell as during 
student teachinp^. In recent years, field experiences re- 
quired in the College of Education have increased. Even 
th0U(S:h in limited numbers, projects such as those in T'entor 
and Parma have provided a full year or more of field ex- 
periences for pre-service teachers iiiajoring in elementary 
education. Dur-ing the 1973-7^ school year, about thirty 
students who are members of the Cleveland Board of Education's 
Careers Opportunity Program (CO.?.) will be entering the 
College of Education. Most of these students have been part 
time students at Cuyahoga Community College and half day 
teacher aides in the Cleveland schools. The C.C.P. students 
will continue their field based experiences as they complete 



degree requirements at Cleveland State. X?> addition, student 
teacher centers have been established in secondary schools 
in Cleveland and suburban districts. The Center West Proposal, 
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involving: the Clevelan».i Public Schools and CSU Iz also about 



to be initiated in a matui-^e fo:up. . ?ield bai:.uu t...aoVior educa- 
tion activity at CSU hao been on-^"';oin;i^ a::, well as r.';i:*o'.vin^:. 

Field based teacher education is based on-site in a 
school or f^roup of schools which raay be called teacher educa- 
tion centers. They may be centers Tor CSU studenx observc'.- 
tions, opportunities for students in methods courses to 
practice rnethodolo^^-y , centers sucii as in Parma ai^d i\entor 
where students are learninfi; and practicing methods on-site 
the entire year and centers vvhich include a concentration 
of stueent teachers, A field based pro^Tram may include all 
or some combination of the above, 

AlthoU}p;h v/e are not in a poslxion to formally evaluate, 
v;e can offer the lollov/ing generalizations concerning field 
based teac'aer education progrciins. 

1. r.^any writers in the area of field based programs 

su,^:/!:cs"u Leacher education centers should be governed 
under a principle of ''shared soveroi^';nlty " , The 
participating^-; instltutivons liVust shift fi*om the pro- 
tection of rights, privilege and retained power to 
open, honest , aggressive yet collaborative searching 
for answers. 



2, A r*rea.t deal of joint planning and goal setting 

the College of Sdvication and participating schools 
must preceoe all field barsed activities. All those 
who are involved must have a le^^;ltimate role, not 
just in supervision but also in governance and plc^n- 
nlng. Lodging dispassionately at our previous I'ield 
efforts, it v;ould appear that university personnel 
have been more active and directive than they ought 
to be, V/ays must be found to create a true, collegial 
atmosphere among those v/orking in a field based program 
where each works to further the goals of the center. 
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3, An on-^f^oiniT r.iean'o of roporiin^i^ ana Gvalua!;loii uiuL^t 
be a pai'v of ar^y ria?LCi based ■pro^'vrarn. 'Ji\e Field 
Trased Dovolopr:iori*L Teaiu has rnade recoiriniondations in 
this area and i:jhoulci take: the lead in encoura,v^:inf; 
iinplernentation , evaluation and dis30i;;inatior* of 
information concernin.p; the various field based 
activities in the Collef:e of Education. 

^i-. Undor:':raduatG3 in the Colle;';e of ilJucation should 
have a IciCf^^ev field bascc" experience than is now 
available. Consideration sho\;ld be fiven to intro- 
ductory field based prot^rams for freshmen and 
sophomores v;ho arc consioerin;.;' teaciiin;!^; as a pro- 
fession. In addition, basic psycholof^y courses 
should liave a field based coinponent. The Colle.^re of 
Tviucation might also consider a professional quarter (s) 
or year as beinp; optional or mandatory. 



3, In order to implement the above, care needs to be 

taken so tliat teacher education centers are b^llanced 
betv/een traditional arid innovative schools, between 
Cleveland ai"id suburban sc'nools, and betvyeen east^ 
side and west side locations, rield basea activity 
s'nould proviae studentt> the opportunity to experience 
a variety of ethnic and socio-economic environments. 
It is questionable whether^ experiences in one setting; , 
be it area location or a^--e level, v/ould be an optimal 
program for future teachers , 

6, The development of inci^eascd field based activity 
for students and faculty would indicate a. need to 
review present faculty expectations as far as teach- 
ing; load and various com;.: it tee and departmental re- 
sponsibilities, "^acuity should be expected to par- 
ticipate full time in field based proo^i-am.;, roth 
CCS. faculty and ]jublic school personnel neiKl to y/ucvj 
a CO rn lul t.i n o i i t ( ) i' :! e n .i i > a : : a d t. o a <. : Vi o r * t-j ( j . j c a ' I -i e^ ^ i 1 > u L 
::h0iild participate on a volunte^er huijlCu Con:.:idera Lion 
siiould also be r:iven to a process of Si^lectir:,-; class- 
room teaciiers who are considered ,9;ood models for 
future teachers. 



7, In-service education must be an irmerent com.ponent 
of any field based program.. The in-service progr^aia 
should be developed by the College of Education faculty 
and school representatives. The Field Center Development 
Team has recommiended the formation of a Center Co- 
ordinating Committee for each field prograin. (See 



Center vVest Proposal) The key features of the 
plark arc the in-3erv5.ce function o: the Gorriiuittce 
relative to suaervisicn and the ?r'of ecsional 
Development Fund earinarked for developin^^ claGsroom 
teachinv'^: corivpetencies. 

8, The Colle5^";e of Iiiducation ruust orf^aniiie nore 

effectively to raeet the in-service need. Present 
or{''ani2:atlon may be adcajuate for nonr.al cairipus basod 
pro,:-.rairiC but lacks or^';ani2:ing power for field based 
prOf'^rariC. V/e reconimend that the Pield Center Teani 
conceptualize an or.Kani national iiiOdel for in-service 
education. The main f';oal of t'no riiodel would be to 
detoi-iiilne the .riajor needs of the teachers in field 
based ope rat ions and detei inine v/hat expertise Is 
available within the Colle^j^'e of ICducati on to meet 
these needs, \Io sUif;^;eot eonslderin.^ sorne broad areas 
as or^^anizin^- elements. These broad areas would need 
to be developed into clearer and more restrictive 
competency areas. We offer the following as suitable 
broad areas: 

A, Instruction 

( 1 ) Accountable 

( 2 ) Open , Informal 

B , Curriculum D e v e 1 o pii i e n t 

( 1 / AccL*\;ntable 
(2) Open, Informal 

C, Supe'rvision 

D, Administration 

E, Human Relations 

F, Counseling 

G, Program Evaluation and Research 
?i. Kediated Instruction 

I, Subject and skill competency areas 

J, Plus others 

Developing; a field based teacrier education program is not 
a simple task. It involves new roles for university faculty as 
well as classroom teachers, V/e just can't xake our campus based 



program and "dump'' it on the schools. Neither the C.CE. nor 



the clacst'oorr. teaciier is ready Tor sucli a uuyypenirij:.;. The 
acy is initial Joijit planning':: ^nd iiriplcnientiric; in an open, 
honest and collc^oorative maxiner. Is the cvfort worthwhile? 
I3 it practical? 

Cleveland State University 
College of Education 
September 1973 
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